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WELCOME SPRING!! 

********** 

MOTHER’S DAY 

May 10  

“Her Children Arise and call her blessed…” 

Proverbs 31:28 

********** 

Graduation 

“A Sweet Ending to a New Beginning” 

********** 

Memorial Day 

May 25 

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:13 NIV 

When in-person ser-
vices resume please 

consider being an usher 
to  

welcome folks 
Signup sheet in Foyer 

 

VALENTINE       

METHODIST 

WOMEN CIRCLES 
 

Meet the 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m.  

or 3rd Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. 

Pat Young   402.376.1654 

Janet Cady 402.322.9932 
 

 

Prayer Chain 
Prayer is established on the foun-
dation that God hears our prayers 

and responds. 
Janet Cady  

 605.378.3895 home 
 402.322.9932 work 

Prayer requests begin with  

Janet. 
 

UMC Facebook for: 
Updates, Cancelations  

Postponements 

STAY INFORMED 
Church Website: 

www.umcvalentine.com 
Church Email: 

theoffice@qwestoffice.net 
Church Facebook Page: 

Valentine UMC 
 

 June Newsletter 

deadline is May 20 

May 2020 
 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 

804 East 5th Street 

Valentine, Nebraska 69201 

 

mailto:theoffice@qwestoffice.net


 

 

 

 
 
    
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ron & Kathy Brown 5/6, Richard & Katie Froning 5/22, Tim & Lila O’Keefe 5/12, Dave & 

Bonnie Price 5/27, David and Jodi Sedivy 5/23, Elwin & Jerean Walkling 5/25,  
James & Susan Ward 5/21 

 

Arlene Dunn 5/2, Teara McMurtrey 5/2, Marybelle Ward 5/4, Beau Billings 5/6, Duane Cady 

5/6, Pat Monroe 5/6, Jerry Grooms 5/7, Dustin Hoefs 5/7, Rex Simmons 5/7, Betty Kudrna 5/8, 

Landon Miller 5/8, Jean Radant 5/8, Gracee O’Keefe 5/10, Betty Schroeder 5/10, Kevin Reece 

5/11, Hanna Bitner 5/13, James Simmons 5/14, Lincoln Stoeger 5/14, Edith Bachelor 5/16,  

Donaven Nolze 5/17, Leslie Riewe 5/18, Carlie Assarsson 5/20, Kase Arganbright 5/21,  

Sherry Harris 5/21, Lonnie Brill 5/22, Merrill Feller 5/25, Wilma Kenan 5/24, Patricia Whidby 

5/24, Breckyn Burney 5/25, Francis Reece 6/27, Deon Tinant 5/28, Harold Osgood 5/30,  

May Funeral Committee 
Contacts: Sandy Billings, June Stroup 

Servers: Collen Gibson, Leila Hicks, Shirley Shamis 

Cake/Salad Providers: 
 Collen Gibson, Leila Hicks, Shirley Shamis, Janna Bitner,  

Ann Keech, Diedre Markus, Robin McMurtrey, Erin Miller, 

 Bonnie Price, Barb Renning, Claudia Sharkey, Kim Shaul 
 
 

 

May Church Events 
  

All regular in-person services/meetings are  

POSTPONED DUE TO COVID-19  
 

 EACH SUNDAY  
Sunday Service Live Stream on Facebook and our Website at 

9:30 a.m. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Sundays:  Adult Sunday School postponed 

Mondays:  Devotional Bible Study postponed 

10:  Mother’s Day  

11: Administrative Board 7:00 pm via ZOOM. 

13:  Elizabeth Circle 1:30 pm via ZOOM. 

25:  Memorial Day 
 

    

 

 

God is Bigger than Covid-19 

Have you moved, 

or changed your 

Phone number? 

Please let the office know so we    will 

be able to get messages and the    news-

letter to you. 

++++++++++++++    
God Bless! 

The most amazing thing hap-
pened a couple of weeks ago. I 
was sitting in my home office, 
visiting with a friend on the 

phone. It was at the beginning 
of Covid 19, Of course that was 
the topic of our conversation. It 
was kind of a gloom and doom 

conversation. I claimed the verse:  
“If my people who are called by 
my name will humble them-
selves and pray, and seek my 

face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their 

land.”  2 Chronicles 7:14   
It was then a beautiful Eagle 
glided down in front of my 
window and soared over my 
house. God was telling me,  

“I’ve got US covered!” 
 

“The Office” 
Kelly Hollopeter 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
           
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations  

Class of 2020   

VHS Seniors  
Congratulations to the following 

seniors that will be graduating high school this 
year that are from our Church:   

 
Clay Billings, Jiles Hanshew, Aleah Jacobs, 
Ramsey Ravenscroft, Skyler Reagle, & 
Torrie Tinant.   
 

Congratulations on all your achievements 

and good luck to you in the future as you 

take the next steps towards your 

goals.  Your church family will be praying 

for you and will always be here for 

you.  May you feel God's presence with 

you as you follow Christ in your journey 

ahead.   
 
Congratulations to the following 8th graders:  
 

 Ciana Colvin, Caitlyn Mack, Kolton Mur-
ray, Zoe O'Keefe, & Preston Stoeger.  

 

A Graduates Prayer 
  
Each day brings new beginnings 

Decisions I must make 

I am the only one to choose  
The road that I will take. 
  
I can choose to take the road of life 

That leads to great success 

Or travel down the darkened road 

That leads to great distress.
  
Please open up my eyes, dear Lord 

That I might clearly see 

Help me stand for what is right
Bring out the best in me. 
  
Help me, Lord, to just say “no” 

When temptation comes my way 

That I might keep my body clean 

And fit for life each day. 
  
When my college years are over 
I know that I will see 

That life is lived its very best 
With You walking next to me. 
                         J. Morse, author 

GOD BLESS MOTHERS 
“Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? 

 She is more precious than rubies. 

Her husband can trust her, 

 And she will greatly enrich his life. 

She brings him good, not harm, 

 All the days of her life……… 

 

She is clothed with strength and dignity, 

 And she laughs without fear of the future. 

When she speaks, her words are wise, 

 And she gives instructions with kindness, 

She carefully watches everything in her household  

 And suffers nothing from laziness. 

 

Her Children stand and bless her. 

 Her husband praises her. 

“There are many virtuous and capable 

 Women in the world, 

But you surpass them all! 

  

Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; 

 But a woman who fears the Lord will be 

  greatly praised. 

 

Reward her for all she has done. 

         Let her deeds publicly declare her praise. 
 

  Proverbs 31:10-12, 25-31  

Jesus said……”And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, 

but don’t panic.  Yes, these things must take place, but the end 

won’t follow immediately.  Nation will go to war against na-

tion, and kingdom against kingdom.”    Matthew 24:6-7 

          Memorial Day—a day to remember 

our Fallen Heros.  Over 630,000 Fallen He-
roes from the American Revolution through 
the present day Iraqi Freedom. 
 

Remember those that gave their life  

                                So that we can 

Celebrate the freedoms we have. 

 

GOD BLESS THE USA! 
 



Pastor’s Note 
We are in the Easter Season which is a celebration of Christ’s resurrection and of new life! During this season we focus 

on what the resurrection means to us, the promise of our own resurrection, how God continues to renew and recreate 

us through grace and how we can share this message of new life with others. 
 

We continue to deal with the reality of Covid-19. It has given new meaning to “love your neighbor” as we seek other’s 

safety and health by following guidelines which will save other’s lives. In furtherance of Christ’s call to such love, we will 

continue to hold Sunday services via livestream on Facebook and our Website through the month of May. We will con-

tinue to evaluate when we believe it is safe to resume in-person Sunday services. Please check our Website and Face-

book page regularly for updates. 
 

In addition to our celebration of Christ’s resurrection and the beautiful diversity of life’s renewal, May includes two holi-

days. One we celebrate and the other we observe – Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. Neither of these are in the Liturgi-

cal Calendar, meaning they are not church holy days, but are secular holidays. 
 

Mother’s Day is an opportunity for us to celebrate our mothers and the women in our lives who have shaped us. This is a 

day we can honor those women who have been a powerful influence in our journey. It is also a time to honor those 

women who have helped make the faith and the church what it is today. It is noteworthy that Anna Jarvis and her 

mother Ann Jarvis, both Methodists, were instrumental in having Mother’s Day established as a national holiday. 
 

For some, Mother’s Day is a day of joy because of the positive experiences with one’s mother. For others it is a much 

more complicated day with mixed emotions because of an absent mother, a mother who has passed, a mother whose 

behavior was harmful, or because of the inability to be a biological mother. For some, it is a time of resentment toward 

God or feeling disconnected from God because of these difficult experiences and because God has been portrayed as 

Father rather than Mother. For those who experience this day with complex emotions it remains a day of reflection, a 

day to ask the questions, what can I learn from my experiences to show greater love toward others than I was shown? 

Who in my life has been as a true mother to me? How can I emulate that? How has Scripture portrayed God as my 

Mother and how has God been in my life as my Mother in heaven? If my mother has passed, what are some joyful mem-

ories I have of her? What positive lessons did I learn from her? What behaviors did she exhibit that I learned I should 

avoid? These questions and others can lead us to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the women in our lives, 

past, present and future. 
 

During the week of Mother’s Day I encourage you to read Scripture regarding important women in the faith. There are 

many. If appropriate, make the day special for your mother. If she is no longer with us, remember her. Reflect on 

women who have had a powerful influence in your life. If appropriate, honor them by letting them know the important 

role they played or are playing in your life.  
 

Memorial Day is the other major holiday in May. This day is set aside specifically to honor those who lost their lives in 

service to our country. It has, over time, been extended to remembering family members who have passed. In the 

church, we honor those who have passed on All Saint’s Day or All Saint’s Sunday. In the United Methodist Church we 

encourage people to support local Memorial Day observances. In ordinary times, this would mean gatherings at High 

Schools and Community Centers where service members who died in service to our country are honored complete with 

patriotic music, appropriate speeches and a time of remembrance. In our present circumstances, this can mean calling 

someone and letting them know we remember their loved one who lost their life in service to our country. It may mean 

posting something on Facebook in honor of such persons. It may mean reflecting on the sacrifice many have made in 

service to our country. All of these are good and valuable ways to observe this day. You may also wish to remember 

those in the faith who gave their lives in following our Lord to further the work of the Kingdom of God.  
 

In all you do this month, stay safe, keep connecting with your church family, and take time to celebrate life! 
 

Carpe Deum! 

Pastor A.G. 

 



ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MINUTES 

The Administrative Board met April 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm, via online Zoom. 

Those attending from the comfort of their own computers were: 

Steve Brown, Pat Young, Rusty Marcus, Lila O’Keefe, Janet Cady, Kelly Hollopeter, Julie Hoefs, Pastor A. G., Susan Ward, 

and James Ward. 

Opening Prayer was given by Pastor A. G. 

Treasurer’s Report: Bank balance, 21,761.75     Designated Account Balance, $12,683.93 leaving General Fund balance 

of:  $9,077.82. 

Because of limited time, discussion was centered around Covid-19 and the stimulus program.  The Payroll Protection 

Program is a program for small businesses and nonprofit organizations, to help with salary and utilities.  It is a loan from 

the government for payroll and utilities for 2.5 months.  When the money borrowed is paid out for payroll and utilities 

the loan will be turned into a grant and the loan forgiven.  If the money is used for other expenses, .5% interest will be 

charged.  Discussion was held. Lila O’Keefe made a motion and Susan Ward seconded to apply for a loan of $16,800 un-

der the program. Motion carried. Other means of financial assistance was discussed.  Pastor A. G. reported that the 

Great Plains Conference is putting in place a direct pay program.  This would be a way for tithes and offerings to be paid 

with debit/credit card.  The money would go to the Great Plains Conference account.  The Conference would then send 

the donation in full to the church with no fees charged to the church.  The Great Plains Conference would absorb the 

financial institution fees associated with these online donations.  The Bishop declared a moratorium on Mission Shares 

for April and May, so those will not need to be paid to the conference.  Pastor said all restriction/recommendations re-

lated to Covid-19 distancing will remain until the end of April and probably into May. 

Minutes of the March 9 meeting were not read.  No old business was discussed, and no new business was presented 

other than the PPP loan application. No monthly committee reports were given. 

Closing prayer was offered by Pastor A. G. with a “GOD BLESS” and an “AMEN” by Steve Brown. 

Next meeting:  May 11, 2020, 7:00 pm 

Respectfully submitted, May 11, 2020,  

Kelly Hollopeter, Recording Secretary. 

  

Calling all campers!!!! Camp Norwesca is gearing up for a summer of fun-filled growth in the 

Lord.  Camps start June 7 and run through the end of July.  www.norwesca.org has all of the 

details on the variety of camps as well as information on registration and cost.  There are sev-

eral new offerings for a variety of age levels, including a girls only camp,  a boys only camp, a 

mission trip camp and Olympic camp.  Please know that your church family is here to help 

support you in your growth and faith journey.  There are funds available to help cover the 

costs, please contact the church office for more information.  You will need to fill out the 

scholarship application 

g up for  a summer 

of growth in the 

http://www.norwesca.org/


 

Executive VMW 

The Executive VMW meeting was held via zoom meeting at 4:00 p.m. Apr 9th  2020.  Present was: Janet Cady, Pat Young, 

June Stroup, Sandy Billings, Julie Hoefs, & Lila O’Keefe.   

Pat Young gave a treasurer report with our balance being $3757.80.    Out of this money $1623.84 is ear tagged for Con-

gregational Care ministry from when we had the garage sale 2 years ago.  We continue to collect Coins of Kindness in the 

empty pill bottles that are given to the Ministerial Association for their use. All bills and pledges are paid up through July 

along with the $480.00 that we send to Guatemala for the education for 2 children.  

We are not having to worry about funeral dinners right now due to the COVID 19 virus and no funeral dinners are being 

held.  Funerals right now are just gravesite services with the possibility of them having a memorial service later this sum-

mer. 

Everything is pretty much on hold right now due the pandemic.  After much discussion we decided to cancel the Mother 

Daughter Banquet for this year.  Since we don’t have any idea at this time when this will be over and the banquet does 

take quite a bit of preparation and the fact that there will be lots of other things that will be postponed in the commu-

nity we felt like it would be best to cancel it for this year.  We decided to postpone the all church garage sale until later 

in the summer, possibly in July.  We will let the congregation know when they can start bringing items for the sale, but 

until a date gets set, we will hold off on bringing items to sell.  Sisters Sharing in Faith is normally held the first Wednes-

day in June and we will postpone that as well.  Our hope is that Kandi Young will come to speak with us for it and share 

with us regarding her missionary ventures in late July or August. 

We decided to send $250.00 donation to the LaCasa de la Paz, a mission group in Guatemala that works with women 

and children.  The director of the company, Neil Alberson, was at the Porch De Salomon last year when the Valentine 

team was there on the house building trip and he spoke to the group at that time about their work in the communities.  

With the virus being world-wide it has shut down all tourism there and more than ever they need donations so they can 

continue to feed people and provide counseling and aid for women in need. 

Everyone remember to continue to bring items for UMCOR school and health kits. Pat said for school kits we could really 

use some one subject notebooks and 1 gallon ziplock bags.  For the Health kits we need fingernail clippers and combs 

and 2 gallon ziplock bags.  All items are appreciated but these are some that we can make some kits up if we had some 

of these right now.  It would be a good idea to bring items for either kit to the next circle meetings.  A complete list is in 

the foyer as well as in your VMW booklet. 

Camp scholarships were to be turned into the office by June 1st if campers want to apply for either the church or the 

VMW scholarship monies, however because of the pandemic everything with camps may be up in the air so we will be 

lenient if someone can go to camp and the camp will still be held last minute. There is just the one form to be filled out 

by the camper and parent and the form will be shared then with Pat Young for dispersal of the scholarship monies from 

VMW.   

Joys & concerns as well as correspondence was shared along with a thank you note from Blaine Hooper’s cousins for 

supplying his funeral dinner, and from Donna Fae VanMetre’s family for supplying cakes for her funeral dinner in 

Springview.   

Meeting was adjourned. 

Lila O’Keefe, Secretary 

 

 

  



  

   School Kits/Health Kits 
It will soon be time to send the School 
Kits and Health Kits to UMCOR.  We 
are in need of several items to com-
plete the kits we have started.  These 
items are : 
 
Spiral (one subject) notebooks/3per 
kit 
Fingernail clippers
Combs (large-at least 6” long teeth) 
    No pocket-sized or picks 
1 gallon zip lock bags 
2 gallon zip lock bags 
 
Please leave these items in the con-
tainer on the table in the narthex or 
contact Pat Young (402-376-1654) and 
she will pick them up. 

 

If you are interested in donating 
funds to church camp scholar-
ships, please contact Janell 
Stoeger at 376-5413.  For the 
past two years, our Valentine 
campers have had all costs cov-
ered from funds through the 
church.  Camp Norwesca costs 
range from $65 for a one day 
camp up to $410.  No donation 
too small or too big 
 
 

The SUMM Newsletter is sent by email or mail.  If you 

would prefer different from how you are receiving it OR if 

you want to be taken off the list, please contact “The Office”.   

theoffice@qwestoffice.net or phone 402-376-3473 

CONTACT INFORMATION AND WEBSITE 

EMAIL: theoffice@qwestoffice.net 

PHONE: 402-376-3473 

WEBSITE: www.umcvalentine.com 

FACEBOOK: Valentine UMC @valentineumc 

 

“The Office” 
Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:  8:00am – 

1:00pm 

Friday:  Closed 

“The Upper Room” and “Dailey 

Bread” devotionals for May 

June are available in the foyer 

during “The Office” business 

hours. 

mailto:office@qwestoffice.net
mailto:office@qwestoffice.net


 

United Methodist 

Camp Scholarship Form 

Deadline for application June 1st 

 

Date of application  __________________ 

 

Name of Camper  ___________________________________________ 

Parent/Parents Name & ___________________________________________ 

    Phone Number 

    __________________________________________ 

Address   ___________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________ 

 

Name Camp wanting to attend ________________________________________________ 

Location of camp   ________________________________________________ 

Cost and dates of this camp  ________________________________________________ 

Why do you want to attend camp (if you need more room please use the back of this page) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you attended camp before ________________________________________________ 

     If so, how many years 

 

Location(s) of that/those camp(s) ________________________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________ 

 

Recipients must attend Sunday School or the Logos program at least ½ of the times they meet to be eligible for 

a scholarship.  This form will be used for all scholarship funds available through the Valentine Methodist 

Women and the Christian Education Committee.           
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Valentine United Methodist Church 
  

Website: http://umcvalentine.com 
 


